CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 
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1 . A portable communication device, comprising: 

5 a housing having an operating surface and having an upright phone operating position; 

a communications processor, disposed in the housing, operable to receive and transmit a 
communications signal; 

a display, coupled to the communications processor, positioned nearer a lower portion of 
the operating surface than an upper portion of the operating surface with the housing disposed in 
10 the upright phone operating position; and 

a keypad, coupled to the communications processor, positioned above the display nearer 
the upper portion of the operating surface than the lower portion of the operating surface. 

2. The portable communication device of claim 1 , wherein the housing comprises a 
15 back side operable to be held in the upright phone operating position with all four fingers of one 

hand positioned around the back side of the housing and with a thumb of the one hand 
comfortably positioned over the keypad on the operating surface. 

3. The portable communication device of claim 1 , wherein the keypad comprises an 
20 alpha-numeric key pad arrangement with readable indicia in an upright orientation with the 

housing held in the upright phone operating position. 

4. The portable communication device of claim 1, wherein the keypad comprises 
function keys with readable indicia in an upright orientation with the housing held in the upright 

25 phone operating position. 

5. The portable communication device of claim 1 , further comprising a transducer, 
operatively coupled to the communications processor, to receive an audio input signal to be 
transmitted by the communications processor. 

30 

6. The portable communication device of claim 5, wherein the transducer comprises 
a microphone positioned adjacent the display at the lower portion of the operating surface. 
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7. The portable communication device of claim 1 , further comprising a speaker 
operatively coupled to the communications processor operable to respond to a signal received 
from the communications processor to generate audio sound. 

5 8. The portable communication device of claim 7, wherein the speaker is positioned 

at the keypad at the upper portion of the operating surface of the housing. 

9. The portable communication device of claim 1 , further comprising a battery 
disposed in the housing operable to provide power to the portable communication device. 
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10. A hand-held portable communication device comprising: 

a communications processor operable to receive and transmit communications 

signals; 

a speaker operable to respond to a signal received from the communications 
1 5 processor to generate audio sound; 

a transducer operable to respond to an audio input to convert the audio input into 
an electrical signal to be processed for output by the communications processor; 

a display operable to respond to a data signal received from the communications 
processor to display data; and 
20 a keypad operable to convert input on the keypad into communications signals to 

be processed by the communications processor and displayed on the display; 

the keypad being physically positioned above the data display when held in a 
user's hand so as to provide operation by a single hand holding the portable 
communication device and using an opposable digit of the hand so as to allow viewing of 
25 the data entry display by the user during use of the keypad. 

1 1 . The hand-held portable communication device of claim 10, further comprising an 
antenna coupled to the communications processor and operable to receive and transmit 
communications signals. 

30 

1 2. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 10, wherein the keypad 
comprises an alpha-numeric key pad arrangement with readable indicia in an upright orientation 
with the portable communication device held in an upright phone operating position. 
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13. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 10, further comprising a 
battery, coupled to the communications processor, operable to provide power to the portable 
communication device. 

5 14. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 10, wherein the 

transducer comprises a microphone positioned adjacent the display at a lower portion of the 
portable communication device. 

1 5. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 10, wherein the speaker 
10 is positioned at the keypad at an upper portion of the portable communication device. 

1 6. A hand-held portable communication device comprising: 
a housing; 

processing means, within the housing, for processing communications signals; 
1 5 speaker means in the housing for generating an audio sound in response to a 

signal received from the processing means; 

microphone means, coupled to the processing means, for generating an audio 
signal in response to acoustic waves; 

display means, located within the housing, for displaying data responsive to a 
20 data signal received from the processing means; and 

data input means, located within the housing, for inputting and converting input 
pulses into communications signals to be processed by the processor means and 
displayed on the display means and is positioned above the display means so as to 
provide operation by a single hand holding the housing and using an opposable digit of 
25 the hand so as to allow viewing of the display means by the user during use of the 

inputting and converting means. 

17. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 16, further comprising 
means for providing electrical power to the portable communication device. 
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18. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 16, wherein the speaker 
means is an earpiece. 
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19. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 16, further comprising 
antenna means, coupled to the processor means, for receiving and transmitting electric wave 
signals to be processed by the processor means. 

5 20. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 1 6, wherein the data 

input means comprises a keypad having an alpha-numeric key pad arrangement with readable 
indicia in an upright orientation with the housing held in an upright phone operating position. 

2 1 . The hand-held portable communication device of claim 1 6, wherein the 

10 microphone means is positioned adjacent the display means at a lower portion of the housing 
with the housing held in an upright phone operating position. 

22. The hand-held portable communication device of claim 16, wherein the speaker 
means is positioned at the data input means at an upper portion of the housing with the housing 

1 5 held in an upright phone operating position. 

23. A method for operating a hand-held portable communication device, the method 
comprising: 

holding a portable communication device in an upright phone operating position with 
20 one hand of a person having all four fingers disposed around a back side of the portable 

communication device and a thumb positioned over an upper portion of an operating surface of 
the portable communication device; 

depressing keys of a keypad in the upper portion of the operating face of the portable 
communication device with the thumb of the one hand comfortably disposed over the keypad; 
25 and 

viewing readable indicia uprightly oriented in a display defined in a lower portion of the 
operating face below the keypad with the portable communication device held in the upright 
phone operating position. 

30 24. The method of claim 23, further comprising the step of communicating with 

another person with the portable phone having a communications processor coupled to the 
keypad and the display and operable to receive and transmit communications signals, the 
communications processor coupled to a speaker and a transducer. 



